Lookout End of Season Report 


Delilah Lookout

 2006
Narrative

Due to a late snow-pack in the high country, the Hume Lake District opened Delilah Lookout to staff for fire detection instead of Buck Rock and to assist the Volunteer Lookout training program.  Delilah went into service on June 6th, 2006 and was staffed fulltime until Buck Rock officially re-opened on June 20th and stayed in service with staffing provided by volunteers through October 16th.  Our goal was to staff Delilah on Fence Meadow Lookout’s (SNF) days off (Tuesday and Wednesday) and during high fire danger days and after lightning busts.   Delilah was staffed for a total of  57  days of which 48 of those days were covered by volunteers.  Delilah went out of service for the season on November 7th, 2006.
Delilah monitored several prescribed burns and WFURB fires beginning in early June with the Barnes Burn (SNF), the Dinkey Burn (SCE), the Redwood Burn, the Cedar Grove Burn, the Burnt Mountain WUFRB (NPS) and the Roaring/Ridge WFURB (NPS).  

Before going in service, the Buck Rock Foundation organized several project work days at Delilah to install a newly constructed fire finder stand, re-configure the water pump and switch and clean-up the maze of wiring found within the fire finder stand.  Most of this work took place on one weekend in early June, utilizing BRF volunteers led by Project Coordinator Jeff Parker.  Pinehurst Engine 31 assisted, helping to carry up the fire finder stand to the lookout, while removing the old one.

For years our district has been concerned with the radio batteries stored in the fire finder stand inside the lookout.  Many requests were made to have these batteries removed to a safer location.  This year, with the replacement of the old fire finder stand with a new and improved one, we took matters into our own hands and removed the batteries to a weather-proof box beneath the lookout cab, located off the top landing near the water tank.  We installed heavy-gage weather resistant electrical wiring from the solar panels to the batteries.  The power supply was adequate and we never had an issue with radios or other appliances running low.  Battalion 31 provided his expertise by welding a new stand for the batteries and rewiring the catwalk gate with heavy duty welded metal mesh.

Several ponderosa pine trees which were blocking the view from the lookout to strategic areas were felled by Engine 31 in June.  This allowed Delilah to better view Pine Ridge, Samson Flat and part of the Davis Flat area.  Several more trees should be removed to the northeast of the lookout for better visibility into the lower Davis Road area.

Interesting wildlife notes:  Sightings of bald eagle, deer, bobcat, hummingbirds, and bear (scat) from Delilah.
Fire Statistics
· Total number of fires reported by Delilah: 6

*  2 Smoke Reports:  Smith Meadows

                            CDF Academy Vegetation Fire


        *  2 Smoke Confirmations/2nds:   Musick





                  Sycamore

        * 2 Smoke Checks:     Dinkey Burn re-kindle



                           Barnes Mt Burn rd-kindle

Staffing Statistics

Delilah was staffed utilizing GS seasonal employee and BRF Volunteers



GS Days = 7



Volunteer Days = 48



(Note:  There were 2 days a volunteer was at Delilah but did not go in service.


June 6, 2006 through October 16, 2006.  Total Staffed Days = 57
Visitor Statistics 


Total number of visitors who signed the guest book:  51

Prescribed Fires, WFURB Fires and Smoke Monitoring
· SNF – Barnes, Dinkey, Obelisk
· NPS – Burnt, Roaring, Redwood, Cedar Grove
Project Work, Maintenance and Purchases

· Removed old warped fire finder stand and installed newly constructed one.
· Re-plumbed water pump and switch

· Replaced “chicken-wire” on catwalk gate with heavy-duty welded steel.

· Removed batteries from inside the cab and installed into weather-proof
contained underneath the lookout cab.

· Installed water level hose on water tank
· Replaced old firefinder glass with thinner notched glass.

· Removed 7 trees for better visibility.

· Replaced old bed with new bed frame and mattress

· New tool kit with assorted tools and hardware.

Inventory

Propane refrigerator

4 Burner Stove with oven

Water pump with faucet

Osborne Fire Finder

Propane stove

Single bed

Stools (2)

Chairs (2)

Handy Talkie

Bendix-King Base Radio

Shower 

Pentax 10x50 binoculars

Belt Weather Kit 
Kestrel 

Combination Locks (2)

Maps – Assorted forest recreation and topo maps

Operation Manual, which includes Fire Fighter’s Guide

Weather Books and Cloud Chart

Radio 

Dictionary

Clock

Oil lamp

Assorted bathroom and kitchen towels

Comforter

1 Rugs

1 Inverter

Trashcan 

Broom, mop, dust pan

American Flag (no pole)

Assorted Tools

Old TV 

Wish List/To Do’s

A working telephone
Floor is starting to lift up near front door/kitchen area

Flag Pole

Weather vane or sock

Window shades

Road gate placed 1 mile from lookout

Lookout Elevation Sign below lookout

Remove rust and paint tower
Rain Gauge

Scanner

Measuring Cups

Lightning Strike Alert

Bedspread and linens

Sleeping Bag

Tape recorder

Flooring

Repaint cabinets

Subdivision Map (CDF)

Household supplies (paper towels, dish soap, clorox spray cleaner, sponges, sponge mop, 


Garbage bags, pipe cleaners.)

